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Purpose 

Frankston City Council has a strong policy commitment to ensure that there is a net gain in tree and 
vegetation cover across the municipality. Council assesses the landscape response as part of the 
development application and approval process.   
 
The purpose of this document is to; 

 Clarify Council's expectations for landscaping in residential, commercial and industrial 
developments.  

 Provide guidance and direction for developing a functional, practical and aesthetically 
pleasing landscape response. 

 Ensure the intended landscaping will function appropriately.  
 Ensure the development’s landscaping integrates with the local character and that there is 

no net loss in tree and vegetation cover. 
 
Submitting well-presented landscape plans that meet the requirements of these Guidelines can help 
streamline the planning application process.   

Scope 

These ‘Guidelines’ reflect Council’s expectations of development applications that require a landscape 
plan to be submitted as part of the statutory planning approval process.  The guidelines aim to provide 
applicants, developers, landscape architects/designers and contractors with a clear understanding of 
what is required when preparing landscape plans and the steps involved to submit a landscape plan 
that is consistent with Council’s current policies and strategies.  The guidelines have been prepared to 
assist with efficient processing of planning permit applications and will be used more generally to 
encourage well designed and sustainable landscapes across Frankston City Council. 

A landscape plan is required for a range of development types: residential, medium density housing, 
discretionary uses, commercial and industrial.  A landscape plan may also be requested for altering the 
use of land or buildings, rural developments, removal of significant vegetation and major earthworks.  
In some instances a concept landscape plan will be requested to demonstrate the landscaping 
opportunities on the site. A concept landscape plan will generally be required for multi-dwelling 
applications, mixed use residential applications, industrial developments for new 
warehouses/factories and use and buildings and works applications for aged care facilities, childcare 
centres, schools, medical centres etc. 

 
Depending on the scope and location of the development, additional information such as a tree report 
or native vegetation assessment report may be required to be prepared and submitted with the 
landscape plan. For preparation of Tree Reports refer to Frankston City Council Arboricultural Report 
Writing Guide, December 2015. 
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Concept and final landscape plans to be submitted to Council must be prepared by a suitably qualified 
Landscape Designer or Landscape Architect. When approved, the plan and where relevant, the 
associated Tree Management Plan, will be endorsed and form part of the permit. 
 
 
Skills required for preparation of landscape plans are: 

 Minimum qualification - Landscape Design. 

 Botanical knowledge for plant selection. 

 Understanding of Frankston’s Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs). 

 Horticultural expertise with the ability to select plants that will establish and grow in the site 

conditions.  

 Landscape construction details and diagrams.  

 Technical drafting skills to produce clear and legible landscape plans to Council standards. 

 
To find a landscape architect or designer, check your local directory or contact the organisations 
below: 

 Australian Institute of Landscape Architects (AILA) www.aila.org.au  
 Landscaping Victoria Master Landscapers www.landscapingvictoria.com.au 

 

It is recommended that applicants of larger developments consult with Council at the pre-application 
stage to guide the preparation of landscape master plans.  Frankston City Council Open Space Strategy 
must be reviewed to assess the requirement to provide open space and any associated infrastructure.  
These documents will provide the context for new developments and must be considered in 
conjunction with these Guidelines.  

 
These Guidelines should be read in conjunction with the following documents where relevant: 

 Urban Forest Action Plan 2020-2040. 
 Open Space Strategy 2016-2036. 
 Ecologically Sustainable Development Design Guide – Urban Design 2009. 
 Built Form Guidelines for Precincts. 
 Neighbourhood Character Guidelines. 
 FMAC Illustrative Guidelines 2018. 
 Frankston Green Wedge Management Plan 2019. 
 Frankston City Council Arboricultural Report Writing Guide, December 2015. 

 
Copies of the above are available online at frankston.vic.gov.au or by contacting Customer Service on 
1300 322 322 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aila.org.au/
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Background 

Frankston City Council is located on the eastern shores of Port Phillip Bay approximately 40 kilometres 
south of Melbourne, covering approximately 131 square kilometres from the Seaford wetlands in the 
north, across to south Frankston and Western Port Highway in the east. The western boundary of the 
city is made up of 11 kilometres of pristine coastline.  Frankston city contains many diverse landscapes: 
coastal, rural and natural reserves through to more developed areas of residential, commercial and 
industrial land.   

 

Through the Planning Scheme, Council is committed to improving the standard of new developments 
while striving to protect and enhance the existing environment and neighbourhood character.  The 
natural features of the municipality have greatly influenced the character of our neighbourhoods. 
From the coastal views cross Oliver’s Hill to Keast Park, to the municipality’s extensive natural 
landscapes including Kananook Creek and other significant creek to wetland areas, Seaford Wetlands 
which are of international significance, to the network of natural bushland reserves.  These landscape 
features complemented by well-planned private landscapes create visual interest in the urban area, 
bringing the bush to the City, and provide an essential refuge for local plants and animals as well as 
active and passive recreation opportunities.  

 

Landscaped places are also important to our well-being and add to the quality of life, providing an 
enriched environment to live and work in.  Council will work with developers to ensure consistent, 
attractive, safe and sustainable home gardens, parks, streetscapes and public outdoor areas are 
delivered within new developments.  Well planned landscaping not only increase property values but 
can create civic pride, local identity and community ownership over the public domain. High standard 
landscape areas contribute to community health through a reduction of radiant heat, providing shade, 
improved drainage, conserving water and aesthetic benefits. 
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Protocol  

 

1. Landscape Design Considerations. 

 
Landscape design principals must be established during the early stages of the planning and design 
phase of a new development. These principles outline important issues and elements that will guide 
decision with the aim to develop a landscape plan that is:  

 Visually appealing and functional. 
 In keeping with the purpose of the development. 
 Complementary to the streetscape and neighbourhood character. 
 Respectful of environmental values. 
 Low maintenance and sustainable. 

 

1.1 Site Analysis 
The key to good design is understanding the site and its wider context, which then informs the design.  
The factors below are specific to the site or have influence on the site externally. Council recommends 
that you undertake a thorough analysis of the site. 
 
Relevant factors to consider may include: 

 Topography and drainage (management 

of surface water flows and/or ponding). 

 Titles, boundaries and fence lines. 

 Location of underground and above 

ground services e.g. power lines, drainage, 

and sewer. 

 Solar orientation. 

 Adjacent neighbouring vegetation. 

 Sensitive environmental factors on site or 

nearby creeks, natural reserves, wetlands 

etc. 

 Easements. 

 

 

 Climate – rainfall, prevailing winds. 

 View lines to be retained or screened.  

 Soil types. 

 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC). 

 Existing vegetation (retained or to be 

removed).  

 Planning controls, overlays and 

regulations.  

 Neighbourhood character. 
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1.2 Plan for Trees 

 
Retention of existing trees is one of the most significant landscape considerations when planning a 
development. Existing trees provide an instant visual impact to a new development.  Trees in good 
condition should be retained to minimise the extent of tree canopy lost. Where tree canopy loss does 
occur, suitable replacement canopy trees must be included in the landscape proposal that replace the 
overall canopy cover lost.   
 
It is important to plan for the protection of existing and placement of new trees early in the design 
process.  Existing trees include those located on neighbouring land (within 5m of the subject site) and 
within nature strips. An arborist report will provide advice on which trees are worthy of retention and 
what area is required surrounding the tree, to ensure that it is adequately protected and can continue 
to positively contribute to the site.  It is important to ensure that trees on the adjoining property are 
considered in the design and not impacted by the proposal.  Existing trees to be retained must be 
protected during the entire construction period in accordance with Australian Standards AS4970-2009 
as recommended by an arborist and documented in a Tree Protection Management Plan, where 
relevant. 
 
If existing trees cannot be retained, new canopy trees must 
be provided.  Trees must be carefully selected and sited to 
allow scope for potential growth, provide useful shade and 
amenity, achieve privacy between facing dwellings, or to 
mitigate the scale of high density development.   
 
For the purpose of this report the following standard sizes 
are used 
 
Standard Tree Sizes 

 Small 6 - 8 metres high  
 Medium 8 - 12 metres high  
 Large > 12 metres high 

 
Deep Soil Zones 
Deep soil zones need to be provided to achieve a 
meaningful treed canopy cover. Deep soil zones are areas 
within a development of natural ground with no 
obstructions above or below.  Deep soil zones help 
promote healthy growth of large trees and allow 
infiltration of rainwater. They exclude areas on structures 
(above basements), pools and non-permeable paved 
areas.  For success they should have a minimum 
dimensions of 4.5 metres x 4.5 metres. 
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Where possible locate deep soil zones adjacent to deep soil zones on adjoining properties to form 
contiguous areas for large tree planting.  Consideration of any overhead power lines and infrastructure 
is required when locating trees and large shrubs to avoid damage as the tree matures.  Trees cannot 
be located within easements so a suitable alternative area must be provided. 
 
Within the FMAC and proposed areas of higher development, the placement of trees is still required 
and may need to be provided within enclosed planters, podiums or areas of limited space.  Within 
these treatments it is important to ensure that adequate soil volumes are provided and calculated 
based on the desired mature size of the trees.  There are a number of online calculation tools that can 
assist in determining the required soil volume to support a healthy canopy tree that can contribute to 
the landscape for the long term.  These calculations and the detailed design of the structure e.g. tree 
pit, must be provided. 
 
Factors influencing tree soil volume needs: 

 Desired mature tree size. 
 Local climate including wind exposure. 
 Soil to be utilised. 
 Ongoing maintenance including irrigation. 

 
In locations where soil is limited or of poor quality, such as carparks, structural soil and root 
management tools such as “Stratacell” and “Stratavaults” can optimise the growing conditions of the 
tree and are recommended for use. 
 

1.3 Plant Selection  
Private land plays an important role in continuing the tree canopy spread across the landscape creating 
stepping stones between larger areas of native vegetation for our urban biodiversity. Species selection 
and planting themes must respond to local conditions and relate to the local character (see Landscape 
Character Map) and scale of the development.   
 
Species Diversity –– the diversity of plants is an 
important consideration within the urban ecosystem. 
Too often we see homogenous landscapes with the 
same species used repeatedly.   Landscape with high 
species richness are more productive and stable 
towards annual fluctuations in environmental 
conditions than those with a low diversity of species. 
They also adapt better to climate-driven 
environmental changes. Landscape should strive to 
achieve the following targets of no more than: 

 30% from any botanical family 
 20% from any genus 
 10% from any species 
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Plant section must also consider: 
 Use of canopy trees in all areas where 

there is sufficient room. 
 Desired function of the plant e.g. shade, 

screen etc.  
 Site conditions such as aspect, soil type 

and wind direction.  
 Hardiness and maintenance 

requirements.  
 Long-lived species. 
 Low water requirements.  
 Contribution to biodiversity and 

provision of fauna habitat.  
 Balance of indigenous and native species 

as per the planning permit conditions (or 

location map) with preference given to 

indigenous plants of local provenance.  

 Relevant EVC (Ecological Vegetation 

Class) of site location. 

 

 Environmental/noxious weeds or 

potential weeds and poisonous plants 

listed in Frankston Invasive Species 

Guide (2019) must not be used. 

 Mature size of the plant and root system 

to ensure it is appropriate to the 

planting area and any infrastructure 

access requirements. 

 Commercial availability.  

 Canopy trees to be planted as advanced 

stock for instant impact in landscape, 

minimum stock height 2 metres, pot size 

to suit required plant height. 

 Quality stock in accordance with 

Australian Standards Tree Stock for 

Landscape Use, AS 2303-2015. 

 
Why Indigenous and Native Plants? 
Council encourages the planting of indigenous plant species. Remnant and planted areas of 
indigenous plants across the municipality provide important biodiversity links across the landscape.  
Indigenous plants attract local wildlife and are better suited to the local soil types and climatic 
conditions.  Species should be selected from the relevant Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) and 
plants purchased of local provenance where possible. Refer to the Frankston Indigenous Plant Guide 
(2019). 
 
Australian native plants also benefit the local environment however care must be taken to ensure 
that native species with the potential to be pest plants are not used. 
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1.4 Summary of Landscape Design Principles 
 
Listed below are some of the key design principles that assist in creating functional and sustainable 
landscapes to meet the expectations of Council. These principles can be applied across landscape 
projects of all sizes. Further details on specific developments e.g. residential, industrial and commercial 
landscape, can be found in Section 4. 

 No net loss in canopy tree cover: 
o Retain and protect existing mature trees and vegetation where possible.  
o Where trees cannot be retained, ensure suitable trees are incorporated in the proposed 

development. Provide adequate space for canopy trees including deep soil zones. 
o Trees cannot be located within easements (ideally leave a two metre setback from 

easements). Large shrubs with non-invasive root systems are permitted.  
o Encourage passive irrigation to assist tree health and growth. 

 Diverse plant range: 
o A diverse range of plant types and species. 
o Emphasis on indigenous and native plants that are appropriate to the site. 
o Species that are low maintenance, hardy and long lived. 
o Species suited to the soil conditions and microclimate of the site (e.g. shade areas). 

 Right plant for the right spot: 
o Consider the space available for planting. 
o Use appropriate plant densities: consider the mature width of the plant as a guide for 

planting. 
o Group plants with similar water needs and irrigate accordingly. 
o Plant deciduous trees to north and west-facing areas to allow direct sunlight 

penetration during the winter months yet providing effective shading during summer. 
 Good site access: 

o Consider how the area is to be used and where pathways should be provided. e.g. if 
parking is to be provided in the driveway a pathway should be provided from the 
driveway rather than the front of the site.  Private open space areas should have gated 
access to the front of the street or though the garage. 

 Visually pleasing front setback and driveways: 
o Front setback contains a minimum of one canopy tree per standard lot frontage, 

combined with lower scale planting. 
o Front setback is to have grassed and planted areas comprising a minimum of 60 per cent 

of the total area. 
o Maximise planted surfaces. Use plants and permeable surfaces to break up the hard 

surfaces and built form. Minimise the area of hard surfaces that drain into the 
stormwater system. 

o Avoid long straight driveways. Use varying plant height to screen the fence or a climber 
in a narrow area.  Meander the driveway to create larger planting areas and always 
provide landscaped areas to separate where a fence meets the driveway. 
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 Environmental sustainable design: 
o Utilise water sensitive urban design (WSUD) techniques to treat stormwater run-off 

from car parks and to passively irrigate vegetation. 
o Reduce, reuse and recycle materials whenever possible. 
o Select sustainable materials including materials that are produced from renewable 

resources, locally sourced, recyclable, made from post- consumer sources, durable 
and/or are rapidly renewable.  

o Retain existing site topsoil for re-use once building construction has been completed. 
o Turf or seeded lawns are acceptable. Synthetic grass will not be accepted for use in 

any landscape plan proposal.   
o Consider landscaping areas of less than 10m2 with shrubs and smaller plants rather 

than lawn or install a low maintenance porous surface. 

o Use permeable paving to reduce site outflow and ease impacts to drainage networks 
 

 
Example from the Built Form Guidelines 
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2. Preparation of Landscape Plans 

This section outlines the requirements for the preparation of all landscape plans from concept plans, 
to the final detailed plan and re-planting plans. 
 

2.1 Concept Landscape Plan 
A concept landscape plan is a scaled drawing of the development conceptually showing the extent of 
areas to be landscaped including the following; 

 Site features including easements, fences, boundaries, existing/proposed crossovers, 
drainage pits etc. 

 Details of the proposed development including any proposed dwellings/buildings (including 
associated utilities, water tanks, clothes lines etc.), paving/decked areas, bin storage, access 
ways and car parking areas. 

 Existing vegetation to be removed/retained. Clause 54/55.01-1 of the Frankton Planning 
Scheme requires significant trees removed within the last 12 months to be illustrated on 
the plan. 

 Areas of proposed landscaping including the location of canopy trees, garden beds and deep 
soil zones. 

 
A checklist on the features required to be illustrated on this Plan is provided in Section 2.4. 
 
When is it required? 
Concept landscape plans are required for: 

 Multi-Dwelling applications. 
 Mixed use residential applications.  
 Industrial developments for new warehouses/factories. 
 Use and buildings and works applications for aged care facilities, childcare centres, schools, 

medical centres etc. 
 
An electronic copy of the concept landscape plan should be included with the documentation you 
submit as part of your application at lodgement. 
 
Who should prepare the plan? 
The concept plan should be developed by a qualified landscape architect or landscape design 
professional. 
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Concept Plan Example 
 

 



   

 

13 

 

2.2  Detailed Plan 
Once applicants have received a planning permit, they should prepare a detailed landscape plan in 
accordance with any approved landscape concept plan and any relevant planning permit conditions. Most 
planning permit applications will not require the submission of a detailed landscape plan until after the 
planning permit has been issued.  
 
A detailed or final landscape plan is a scaled drawing of the development showing the extent, function and 
attributes of areas to be landscaped.  A detailed plan builds on the concept plan and provides details of any 
retaining walls, nominates all surfaces and the location of individual plants including a planting schedule.  
Detail is also provided on existing vegetation to be retained, their tree protection zones and any tree 
protection fencing required.  
 
A checklist on the features required to be illustrated on this plan is provided in Section 2.4. 
 
When is it required? 
Detailed landscape designs can be provided at any stage of the planning process.  A final design is required 
once the Planning Permit is issued as it will need to respond to the relevant conditions set out in the planning 
permit.  Detailed landscape plans are required to be endorsed and in most instances are required to be 
approved by Council prior to the commencement of works. Your planning permit will provide further detail 
on the required timing.  An electronic copy of the detailed landscape plan is generally submitted at the same 
time as lodging the other relevant plans and documents for endorsement under Condition 1 of your Planning 
Permit.  
 
Who should prepare the plan? 
Detailed landscape plans must be prepared by an experienced and qualified landscape architect or 
landscape professional. 
 
A qualified landscape architect or landscape design professional will be able to provide advice on site layout 
and elements that may be required in order to satisfy Council’s planning requirements and suggest an 
appropriate and functional landscape response. 
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Detailed Plan Example 
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2.3 Re-planting Plan 
A re-planting plan is a scaled drawing of the development showing a specific location and nominated 
trees/plants generally to compensate for trees/vegetation being removed or to screen a new built form.   
 
The required planting will be specified as a condition in the planning permit.   The plan must show a suitably 
sized mulched garden bed area and illustrate individual plants including a schedule of each plant's mature 
dimension, size at planting and quantity.   
 
A checklist on the features required to be illustrated on this Plan is provided in Section 2.4. 
 
When is it required? 
Re-planting plans can be provided once the Planning Permit is issued.  Re-planting plans are required to be 
endorsed.  In most instances they are required to be approved by Council prior to the commencement of 
works with planting timing to occur as nominated in the planning permit.  An electronic copy of the re-
planting plan can be submitted at the same time as lodging the other relevant plans and documents for 
endorsement under Condition 1 of your Planning Permit.  
 
Who should prepare the plan? 
Re-planting Plans can be prepared by the owner, draftsperson or landscape professional. It is recommended 
that a landscape professional, horticulturalist or nursery hand provide advice on suitable tree selection and 
placement considering any requirements to satisfy permit conditions. Where indigenous trees or vegetation 
is being removed, indigenous trees/vegetation should be used as a replacement. Submitted plans must be 
clear and provide all the required information as elucidated in the Planning permit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 

16 

 

 

Re-planting Plan Example 
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2.4 Required components of all Landscape Plans (checklist) 
 

 
As a standard all landscape plans are required to incorporate the following: 

 Plan title box, including: 
o Project name/subdivision name. 
o Site address. 
o Proponent/client’s name. 
o Consultant’s name, address and contact details. 
o Date and issue/revision number. 

 North point: this to be orientated to point up or the 9 or 3 o’clock position. 
 To scale with scale bar. 1:100 to 1:200 preferred, or at a scale suitable for detail e.g., 

scale for sub-division plans (1:500 to 1:1000). 
 A legend. 
 Adjacent neighbouring buildings/dwellings and trees within 3 metres of 

development site. 

 Built structures on site: location of dwellings (including internal layout), fences, 

boundaries, driveways and paths, sheds, bin storage, water tanks and clothes lines.  

 Existing vegetation nominated to be retained or removed (to include street trees and 

any trees removed within the last 12 months) clearly identified by number in 

accordance with the supplied arborist report. Trees to be removed identified with a 

dashed or solid circle with a cross shown through the entire circle.  

 Tree protection zones (TPZs) and Structural Root Zone (SRZs) for retained trees. 

 Services including above and below ground services, pits and pipes. 

 Easements, cross overs, kerb edging, footpaths, road/street names.  

 Clear, legible and defined graphics that clearly show the proposed intentions in 

landscape works.  

 Ability to be photocopied, scanned or reduced and remain legible. 

 Ability to be legible as black/white photocopies. 
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Detailed plans must also show:  
 

Proposed Planting (from ground covered to canopy trees) 

 Use clear graphics to show location of proposed plantings: trees, shrubs, 
groundcovers and climbers, plants drawn to represent mature size. 

 Plans prepared in colour must also use symbols or labels that enable features to 
be identified if the plan is printed in black and white. 

 Each plant labelled and numbered e.g. Correa alba – Ca(3). 
 Do not place plant codes over the top of plant symbols that are not easily read. 

 
Planting Schedule 

 Divide ‘Planting Schedule’ into trees, shrubs, tussock/grasses, groundcovers and 

climbers.  

 List all proposed plants with botanical and common names, mature height and 

width, quantities and pot size. 

 Size at the time of installation; pot sizes for shrubs and height for tree planting. 

 Proposed purchased tree stock to be minimum 2metres in height when planting. 

(or as stated in the planning permit) Recommended pot size 45 litre bag or 

greater for advanced tree stock. 

 Notation stating which plants are indigenous, Australian native and exotic. 

 

Notes and Diagrams 

 Surfaces, lawn, paths: paving, crushed rock, lilydale toppings, concrete. 

 Construction detail drawings for any hard landscaping structures: retaining walls, 

planter boxes, garden edging. 

 Garden bed preparation notes (including soil cultivation, pre-treatment to soil, 

weed control, top soil application. 

 Mulch Specifications (e.g. organic mulch used at a depth of between 75-100mm.  

Particle size 10-30mm to allow water to percolate into soil surface. 

 Planting notes (including stakes for advanced trees). 
 Climbing plants support, free standing post and rail/trellis, no attachment directly 

onto fences. 

 Maintenance notes - on-going maintenance required to keep landscaping and 

plants at a good standard and including an establishment period. 
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Example of Planting Details. 
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3 Landscape Character Map and Ecological Vegetation Class Map 

This Landscape Character Map provides a guide for selecting a suitable species balance to achieve the 
appropriate landscape character and support our natural features throughout Frankston City.  The map on 
the following page demonstrates the Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC), a suite of species that naturally 
occurring in a particular location. Further information can be found in the Frankston Indigenous Plant 
Guide and species lists are available on the website.   
 
Landscape Character Map 
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Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) Map 
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4 Specific Landscape Applications 

4.1  Residential 
Residential housing developments require attractive and comfortable landscaping, complementing the 
building design and neighbourhood character. 
 

 Retain and protect existing mature trees where possible and integrate into the overall site planning. 

 Landscaping to be consistent with the neighbourhood character guidelines. 

 See Landscape Character Map for species selection parameters. 

 The use of good sized canopy trees throughout the landscape, a minimum of one canopy tree per 

dwelling constructed, in each of front setback and private open space.   

 Tree sizes guided by the following table: 

 

Canopy Tree Provision Requirements (minimum) 

o Front setbacks of 7.6 meters or 
greater  

- Two (2) large canopy trees  

o Front setback of between 4 metres 

and 7.5 metres 

- One (1) large canopy trees and one (1) small 

canopy tree  or two (2) medium canopy trees 

o Front setbacks less than 4 metres  - One (1) small tree 

o Driveway - One (1) small tree for every additional 
dwelling along the driveway 

o Private open space (40 square 

metres) 

- One (1) medium or two (2) small canopy 
trees. 

Standard Tree Size 

o Small 6 - 8 metres high 

o Medium 8 - 12m metres 
high 

o Large > 12 metres high 

 Where possible, locate deep soil zones to the north side of the lot and adjacent deep soil zone on 

adjoining properties to form contiguous areas for large tree planting. 

 Appropriate setbacks for landscaping within development, adjacent properties and streets to allow 

for some vertical greening to create the effect of the building sitting in a landscape setting. 

 Front setback areas must be free of structures such as rainwater tanks and outbuildings.  

 Corner sites to provide landscaped setbacks to both street frontages and contain a minimum of one 

canopy tree in each setback.  

 Landscape design to blend and soften the building, fence lines, driveway and hard surfaces through 

landscaping layout. 

 Screening of fence lines with advanced planting and larger shrubs particularly along driveways. 

 Side fencing should be located at or behind the line of the building with screen planting provided to 
the street front or internal driveway. 
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 Fencing along front boundaries is generally discouraged, however any solid fencing should be a 
maximum 1.2 metres in height or setback at intervals to allow landscaping beds to the street front. 

 Placement of large shrubs and trees that break up the built form and hard surfaces. 

 Front setback must be landscaped with permeable surfaces and plants (minimum of 60 per cent of 

the total area) with the exception of driveways and pathways.   

 The landscape design layout to allow for clear sightlines at driveway entrance/exit in accordance 

with Design Standard 1 of Clause 52.06-9 of the Frankston Planning Scheme. The corner splay must 

be landscaped with plants with a mature height less than 0.9 metres. 

 Landscaping of courtyard or alfresco areas to further soften the development. 

 Provide suitable access to landscaped areas for maintenance. 

 Appropriate locations for utilities (bins), water tanks, storage facilities and clothes line. 

 Lighting incorporated into common areas. 

 Use of porous surface materials for driveways, pathways and patios. 

 Vehicle access ways should be offset from the side boundary by a minimum of 0.6 metres to provide 

sufficient space for screening landscaping (1.5 metres high).  

 Meander the driveway where practicable to provide large planting spaces for trees within the 

driveway area. 

 Plant stock needs to create an immediate effect and survive within the front setback and along the 

driveway. Pot sizes should be as follows: 

o Trees 45L - 200L. 

o Shrubs 200mm within the front setback and driveway. 

o Small border plants Minimum 130mm. 

o Grasses – 50mm. 

 Utilise water sensitive urban design (WSUD) techniques to treat stormwater run-off from car parks 

and passively irrigate vegetation. 
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Within higher density Residential Growth Areas (refer to Built Form Guidelines) also consider the 

Apartment Developments Clause 58.03-5 Landscape Objectives as a minimum. 

 Provide high quality landscaping within the front setback that enhances the setting of buildings in 

the street.  

 Encourage open landscaped street frontages and activated building interfaces that promote 

surveillance of adjoining streets. The front setback may incorporate bike racks, seating, raised garden 

beds, lighting or other hard and soft landscaping elements that complement the space and 

contribute to the streetscape. 

 Ensuring the space around buildings is sufficient to accommodate landscaping and deep tree root 

zones. 

 Plant to soften and suitable site facilities required to be located within the front setback (letterboxes, 

meter boxes etc). 

 Communal open space and access paths should incorporate baffled outdoor lighting, seating and 

good passive surveillance.  

 Rooftop gardens may be used to accommodate communal open space. They should be set back 

within the roof envelope to restrict overlooking and minimise bulk.  

 

 

Example from Built Form Guidelines 
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Discretionary Uses in Residential Areas 
Located in some residential areas are developments such as childcare centres, medical centres and aged 
care facilities. 
 
The design and landscaping of these developments have an impact on the appearance of the surrounding 
area and must be designed to be sympathetic towards the neighbourhood environment.  In addition to the 
above required consider the following: 

 Planting selection to relate to building structure and be scaled to reduce and soften development 

impact on landscape. 

 The design must allow for appropriate boundary setbacks for suitable landscaping between the 

development, adjacent properties and street, as relevant to the neighbourhood character.  

 Landscape buffer to street setbacks, to reduce impact from building and carparks. 

 Perimeter planting to provide privacy and screening to adjoining properties. 

 Canopy trees included in landscape buffer, minimum of one canopy tree every 8 linear meter of 

road frontage. 

 The use of canopy trees throughout car parking areas, one canopy tree per four single parking 

bays, or one tree per eight double linear parking bay, to be provided. 

 Public lighting to be included within the landscaping areas. 

WSUD (Water Sensitive Urban Design) to be incorporated into landscaping for water runoff from hard 
surfaces, as per Frankston City Council WSUD Guidelines 
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4.2 Office, Commercial and Retail. 
These uses include shopping centres, office complexes, and various retail and associated carparks. 
Commercial areas can have a significant impact on the appearance of the municipality. To protect its value 
and character, the landscape design is to provide an inviting and attractive destination for residents, visitors 
and the work force. 
 
 These developments to consider the following 

 Retain and protect existing mature trees where possible and integrate into the overall site planning.  

 Incorporate a landscape buffer to all road frontages of a minimum of 10 metres for major roads and 

5 metres for minor streets.  

 Placement of landscaping to promote accessibility for all and meet the CPTED principles 

 Where a development adjoins a residential zone, a landscape buffer of a minimum of 5 metres must 

be provided to the entire boundary and may include acoustic fencing or other screening. 

 Parking areas abutting a building are required to have a minimum 0.5 metres wide landscaping strip, 

unless the area is utilised for pedestrian access that is paved and kerbed 

 Plant selection to be hardy and robust species, low maintenance, with trees being relevant to scale 

in relation to size of buildings being proposed. 

 See Landscape Character Map for species selection parameters. 

 Incorporation of a minimum of one large canopy tree every 8 l/m throughout all landscape buffer 

zones. 

 The use of canopy trees throughout car parking areas, one canopy tree per four single parking bays, 

or one tree every eight double linear parking bay be planted. 

 Where soil volume is limited investigate the use of tree root and structural soil systems to reduce 

damage to hard surfaces and provide improved growing conditions. 
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 Landscaping to allow for surveillance, visual and CCTV, to be clear of any obstruction from 

vegetation, clean trunked trees and low plantings. 

 Landscape design to blend and soften the buildings, carparks and hard surfaces through landscaping 

layout. 

 Low shrubs, grasses, sedges and ground covers can be utilised in combination with the canopy trees 

to provide uninterrupted views at ground level. 

 Safe landscaped pedestrian access points. 

 The landscape design layout to allow for clear sightlines at conflict points between cars and 

pedestrians, such as low plantings adjacent to paths, pedestrian crossings and roads. 

 Open space for creating areas for staff and customers to utilise and enjoy; seating, shade treatment, 

rubbish bins and push bike parking are a few items to include. 

 Appropriate location of waste bins, utility and storage facilities as not to be in public view. 

 WSUD (Water Sensitive Urban Design) to be incorporated into landscaping for water runoff from 

hard surfaces, as per Frankston City Council WSUD Guidelines. 

 Corner sites should provide landscaped setbacks to both street frontages  

 Plant stock needs to create an immediate effect and survive. Pot sizes should be as follows: 

o Trees 45L - 200L. 

o Shrubs 150 - 200mm. 

o Small border plants and grasses at least 50% - minimum 130mm. 
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4.3 Industrial Developments 
The perception of industrial developments has changed over the years from seeing hard surfaces and 
concrete structures, void of any vegetation with very little aesthetic appeal, to green garden industrial areas.  
 
Quality building design and site layout, generous setbacks and adequate landscaping has now improved the 
surrounding landscape and environment of industrial developments. 
 
Industrial developments to consider the following: 

 Retain and protect existing mature trees where possible and integrate into the overall site planning. 

 Incorporate a landscape buffer to all road frontages of a minimum of 5 metres to 10 metres for major 

roads and 2.5 metres for minor streets.  

 Landscape buffers, a minimum of 2 metres wide, along all boundaries adjacent to public or private 

open spaces, dependant on requirements of permit conditions. 

 A landscape strip of at least 1 metre should be provided to separate car parks from side and rear 

boundaries. 

 Where space is limited look to alternative methods such as green roofs, walls and facades. 

 Plant selection to be hardy and robust species, low maintenance, with trees being relevant to scale 

in relation to size of buildings being proposed. 

 See Landscape Character Map for species selection parameters. 

 Canopy trees must be provided within the front setback with preference given to indigenous tree, a 

general guide is one tree to every 8 l/m throughout all landscape buffer zones. 

 The use of large canopy trees throughout car parking areas, one large canopy tree per five single 

parking bays, or one large canopy tree per 10 double linear parking bays. 

 Low shrubs, grasses, sedges and ground covers can be utilised in combination with the canopy trees 

to provide uninterrupted views at ground level. 

 Safe landscaped pedestrian access points. 

 The landscape design layout to allow for clear sightlines at conflict points between cars and 

pedestrians, such as low plantings adjacent to paths, pedestrian crossings and roads. 

 Open space for creating areas for staff to utilise and enjoy, seating, shade treatment, rubbish bins 

and push bike parking are a few items to include. 

 Appropriate location of waste bins, utility and storage facilities, so as not to be in public view. 
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 WSUD (Water Sensitive Urban Design) to be incorporated into landscaping for water runoff from 

hard surfaces, as per Frankston City Council WSUD Guidelines. 

 Corner sites should provide landscaped setbacks to both street frontages  

 Plant stock needs to create an immediate effect and survive. Pot sizes should be as follows: 

o Trees 45L - 200L. 

o Shrubs 150 - 200mm. 

o Small border plants/grasses: tubestock. 

 

 
 


