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1.0 Introduction 

This report was commissioned by the Frankston City Council. Its purpose is to 
provide an assessment of the cultural heritage significance of the former railway 
electricity substation, Station Street, Seaford, and to comment on the 
appropriateness of a heritage control for the place.   
 
 

2.0 Sources of Information 

The analysis below draws upon an external inspection of the substation and the 
report Metropolitan Railway Electricity Substation, Seaford prepared for Council 
by Michael Taylor Architect and Conservation Consultant (September 2003). I 
have also reviewed the City of Frankston Heritage Study Stage 1 (Graeme Butler 
and Associates, 1995).  
 
 

3.0 Listings and Controls 

Frankston City Council 
The former railway substation, Seaford, is currently not subject to a heritage 
overlay control either as an individually significant building or as part of a precinct.  
 
The City of Frankston Heritage Study Volume Three: Significant Sites (Graeme 
Butler and Associates, 1995) identified the site as a C grade place but provided no 
statement of significance. C graded places were considered to be of regional 
interest and local importance. A more detailed heritage assessment of the substation 
was prepared for Council by Michael Taylor Architect and Conservation 
Consultant in September 2003. It recommended that the site be added to the 
heritage overlay schedule.  
 
Heritage Victoria  
The site is not included on the Victorian Heritage Register. 
 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
The site is not included on the National Trust Register of classified places  
 
Australian Heritage Council   
The site is not included on the Register of the National Estate, as administered by 
the Australian Heritage Council. 
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4.0 History  

Unless otherwise noted the following history is drawn from the heritage assessment 
of the substation by Michael Taylor.  
 
The Seaford substation was designed by James Fawcett, Chief Architect of the 
Railways Department, and built in 1922 as part of the electrification of the 
Frankston railway line. Substations were located at various points along 
Melbourne’s rail system to convert the 20 000-volt AC power supplied by the 
Newport Power Station into 1500 volts DC for use by trains. The Frankston line 
was initially planned to have been serviced by a single substation at Chelsea. 
Instead, two matching ‘Type B’ substations were built at Seaford and Mentone to 
provide more effective distribution of power.  
 
Electrification of the line reduced travel time to Melbourne from 90 to 60 minutes 
and enabled Frankston to boom as a seaside resort through the 1920s and 1930s. 
The electric train also played a critical role in stimulating suburban development 
across Melbourne’s southern bayside suburbs in the interwar and post war periods.1  
 
The Seaford substation became operational in August 1922 and was altered for 
automatic control in 1928. It was made obsolete when the adjacent cream brick 
substation was built in 1955.   
 
 

 
Figure 1 Seaford Substation operating floor plan. Source: Reproduced 

from ‘Metropolitan Railway Electricity Substation, Seaford’ 
(Michael Taylor Architect) 

 

 
1 Michael Jones, Frankston Resort to City, p. 158. 
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5.0 Description 

The former railway substation is located alongside the railway line, approximately 
160 metres north of the Seaford railway station. The building is constructed of off-
form concrete with classical detailing of rusticated piers and strongly modelled 
cornice and pediments.  
 
The substation interior was not inspected as part of this assessment, although views 
into the building suggest that most original machinery and electrical equipment has 
been removed. Original plans show the interior divided into two main areas, 
comprising a ground level machine hall along the east side and a mezzanine to the 
west side accommodating ‘operating pedestals’ and switching gear.  
 
The substation has been subject to repeated vandalism, including graffiti and 
damage to glazing. Several openings have been sheeted over and most of the 
surviving original steel window frames are damaged. The cornice also shows 
evidence of deterioration with spalled concrete and exposed steel reinforcement.   
 
 

 
Figure 2 Aerial showing the location of the substation 

 
 

   
Figure 3 (left) The north elevation of the substation 
Figure 4 (right) View of the substation from the south-east 
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6.0 Comparative Analysis 

There are no directly comparable buildings in the City of Frankston. A very similar 
Type B electricity substation can be found in the neighbouring City of Kingston, 
not far from the Mentone railway station. However, the Mentone example has 
recently been converted into residential apartments with an upper level addition and 
is of much lower integrity.    
 
Existing buildings in the City Frankston associated with the railway, including the 
current Seaford substation, typically date from the post war period or late twentieth 
century. The only other early railway building known to survive in the Municipality 
is a modest weatherboard clad signal box, built in 1922 at the Frankston Railway 
Station. It has been recommended for an individual Heritage Overlay control.  
 
 

7.0 Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 
The former Type B railway electricity substation, located on the north side of 
Station Street, Seaford. The substation was designed by the Victorian Railways and 
constructed in 1922 as part of the electrification of the Frankston railway line. 
 
How is it Significant? 
The former railway substation, Seaford, is of local historical and architectural 
significance to the City of Frankston.  
 
Why is it Significant? 
Historically, the former substation is significant for its strong associations with the 
electrification of the Frankston railway line. The electrification of the line in 1922 
greatly improved the efficiency of the service and was critical in enabling suburban 
development in the Municipality.  
 
Architecturally, the former substation is significant as a local landmark with an 
imposing interwar Classical design. The substation is of added significance as one 
of only two early railway buildings known to survive in the City of Frankston.   
 
 

8.0 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the former railway substation, Seaford, be added to the 
Heritage Overlay schedule under the Frankston City Planning Scheme. The 
Heritage Overlay should provide a curtilage of 10 metres to all sides of the 
substation. It is not recommended that the substation be subject to external paint 
controls, internal alteration controls or tree controls.     
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B R Y C E  R A W O R T H  P T Y  L T D  
C O N S E R V A T I O N • U R B A N  D E S I G N  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  C O N S U L T A N T S  
A R C H I T E C T U R A L  H I S T O R I A N S  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
B R Y C E  R A W O R T H  
M .  A R C H . ,  B .  A .  ( H O N S ) ,  I C C R O M  ( A R C H )  
 
 
Bryce Raworth has worked with issues relating to heritage and conservation since the mid-1980s, 
and has specialised in this area since establishing his own consultant practice in 1991. Bryce 
Raworth Pty Ltd, Conservation•Urban Design, provides a range of heritage services, including 
the assessment of the significance of particular sites, preparation of conservation analyses and 
management plans, design and/or restoration advice for interventions into significant buildings, 
and detailed advice regarding the resolution of technical problems relating to deteriorating or 
damaged building fabric.   
 
Since 2004 Raworth has been a member of the Official Establishments Trust, which advises on the 
conservation and improvement of Admiralty House and Kirribilli House in Sydney and 
Government House and The Lodge in Canberra.  As a member of the former Historic Buildings 
Council in Victoria, sitting on the Council's permit, planning and community relations committees, 
Raworth has been involved with the registration and permit processes for many registered historic 
buildings. In 1996 he was appointed an alternate member of the new Heritage Council, the 
successor the Historic Buildings Council, and in 1998 was made a full member.  At present he 
provides regular advice to architects and private owners on technical, architectural and planning 
issues relative to the conservation and adaptation of historic buildings, and is occasionally called 
upon to provide expert advice before the VCAT.  He is currently the conservation consultant for 
the cities of Melbourne and Stonnington and conservation consultant to the Melbourne Heritage 
Restoration Fund.   

 
Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd is an office comprising four experienced staff plus support that has 
prepared conservation plans for a number of registered historic buildings, including Walter Burley 
Griffin's Essendon Incinerator. The company's experience with institutional buildings has led to 
preparation of conservation plans for the Mac.Robertson Girls' High School, Castlemaine Gaol, J 
Ward, Ararat, the former Russell Road Police Headquarters, Ballarat State Offices, Camberwell 
Court House, Shepparton Court House and the Mont Park asylum precinct.   
 
With respect to historic precincts, the company has provided detailed advice towards the resolution 
of heritage issues along the Upfield railway line. The company is currently contributing to 
redevelopment plans for the former Coburg Prisons Complex (comprising Pentridge Prison and the 
Metropolitan Prison) and the former Albion Explosives Factory, Maribyrnong. In 1993 Bryce 
Raworth led a consultant team which reviewed the City of Melbourne's conservation data and 
controls for the CBD, and in 1997 Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd revised the former City of South 
Melbourne Conservation Study with respect to the area within the present City of Melbourne. The 
firm is currently undertaking heritage studies on behalf of the cities of Melbourne and Kingston 
and is completing documentation for significant heritage places and areas in the City of 
Stonnington 
 
In recent years Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has also provided documentation and advice during 
construction on the restoration of a number of key registered and heritage overlay buildings, 
including the Ebenezer Mission church and outbuildings, Antwerp, the former MMTB Building, 
Bourke Road West, Melbourne, the former Martin & Pleasance Building, 178 Collins Road, 
Melbourne, and the former Uniting Church, Howe Crescent, South Melbourne.  At present the 
office is documenting substantial restoration works to the MOMA at Heide, Templestowe Road, 
Bulleen, to the Church of the Sacred Heart, Grey Road, St Kilda, and to the Coburg Prisons 
Complex (including the Pentridge Prison entry buildings and walls to Champ Road).  

 


