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1.0 Introduction 

This report was commissioned by the Frankston City Council. Its purpose is to 
provide an assessment of the cultural heritage significance of the dwelling at 50 
Nepean Highway, Seaford (former Walker House) and to comment on the 
appropriateness of a heritage control for the place.   
 
 

2.0 Sources of Information 

The analysis below draws upon an external inspection of the building and a review 
of the City of Frankston Heritage Study Stage 1 (Graeme Butler and Associates, 
1995). It has also been informed by the catalogue for the exhibition Out of the 
Square: Beach Architecture on the Mornington Peninsula (Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery, curator Rodney James, ed. Rowena Wiseman, 2008). 
 

3.0 Listings and Controls 

Frankston City Council 
The former Walker is currently not subject to a heritage overlay control either as an 
individually significant building or as part of a precinct.  
 
The City of Frankston Heritage Study Volume Three: Significant Sites (Graeme 
Butler and Associates, 1995) provides a citation for the place with a statement of 
significance as follows: 
 

Architecturally, this building is part of a small group of designs which 
adapted the European style faithfully from its source: of regional 
importance. 
 
Historically, perhaps one of the design milestones (including the work of 
Grounds at Ranelagh) which helped create Frankston’s role as the main 
seaside-suburban vehicle for Modernist design in Melbourne1 

 
The building is identified as a ‘B’ graded place on the second page of the citation 
but is listed as ‘C’ graded in a summary of property information on the first page.  
B graded places were considered to be of regional importance whereas C graded 
places were considered to be or regional interest and local importance. Given that 
the statement of significance refers to the place as being of regional importance, it 
can be assumed that B is the correct grading.  
 
 
 
 
 
1 Graeme Butler and Associates in conjunction with Dr Chris McConville. Francine Gilfedder and Diane Morrsion,  
City of Frankston Heritage Study 1995 Volume 3: Significant Sites, pp.112-113 
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Heritage Victoria  
The site is not included on the Victorian Heritage Register. 
 
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
The site is not included on the National Trust Register of classified places  
 
Australian Heritage Council   
The site is not included on the Register of the National Estate as administered by 
the Australian Heritage Council. 
 
 

4.0 History  

The following site history is reproduced from the ‘Frankston Heritage Study’ with 
some editing and additional information as noted. 
 
At the beginning of the 1940s Irene E Walker owned Lot 11 and part of Lot 10 of 
Crown Allotment 2 Section A, which had a rate value (NAV) of £11. In 1942 
Walker had a residence built on the property, causing the value to rise to £64. Irene 
Walker owned and occupied the property until she died in 1973.   
 
According to a 1980 rate valuation record for the property, the house was built by a 
retired sea captain. This record also describes ‘180˚ bay views from third floor 
viewing room accessible by original ships stairs’.2 The design has also been 
attributed to noted early modernist architects Seabrook and Fildes.3  
 
 

   
Figure 1(left) The former Walker house, c1980. City of Frankston Archives. 
Figure 2(right) The former Walker house, 2008. 

 
 

5.0 Description 

The former Walker house is a double-storey brick house designed in the European 
Modernist tradition of flat roofs, simply modelled prismatic forms, and fenestration 
which was typically a slot or slit. The planter box at the front entry is another 
characteristic feature of modernist architecture of the period. There is also a 
porthole window near the front entry which gives this beachside house an 
appropriately nautical appearance. 

 
2  Valuation Record City of Frankston. Property 1/0010/200038. 11/2/1980. City of Frankston Archives.  
3 Rowena Wiseman (ed.) Out of the Square: Beach Architecture on the Mornington Peninsula (Mornington Peninsula 
Regional Gallery, 2008). 
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The flat roofs have been fitted with modern metal fascia lining and the original 
timber-framed windows have been replaced with unsympathetic aluminium-framed 
windows. A glazed screen to the front entry porch has also been removed. 
Nevertheless, the house appears to remain largely intact to its original design.  
 
 

6.0 Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 
The former Walker House at 50 Nepean Highway, Seaford, is a double-storey flat 
roofed building in an interwar functionalist style. The house was completed in 
1942 and its design has been attributed to the innovative architectural firm of 
Seabrook and Fildes.  
 
How is it Significant? 
The former Walker House at 50 Nepean Highway, Seaford, is of architectural and 
historical significance to the City of Frankston.  
 
Why is it Significant? 
Architecturally, the house is significant within the context of Frankston as a 
notably early and rare example of interwar functionalist design displaying the 
influences of European modernism.  
 
Historically, the house is significant as one of the early design milestones which 
helped to establish Frankston’s role as an important breeding ground for 
progressive house design. 
 
 

7.0 Recommendations 

It is recommended that the former Walker House at 50 Nepean Highway, Seaford, 
be added to the schedule of the Heritage Overlay under the Frankston City 
Planning Scheme. The extent of the Heritage Overlay should comprise all of the 
land on the existing title. No internal alteration controls, external paint controls or 
tree controls are recommended for this site.      
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Bryce Raworth has worked with issues relating to heritage and conservation since the mid-1980s, 
and has specialised in this area since establishing his own consultant practice in 1991. Bryce 
Raworth Pty Ltd, Conservation•Urban Design, provides a range of heritage services, including 
the assessment of the significance of particular sites, preparation of conservation analyses and 
management plans, design and/or restoration advice for interventions into significant buildings, 
and detailed advice regarding the resolution of technical problems relating to deteriorating or 
damaged building fabric.   
 
Since 2004 Raworth has been a member of the Official Establishments Trust, which advises on the 
conservation and improvement of Admiralty House and Kirribilli House in Sydney and 
Government House and The Lodge in Canberra.  As a member of the former Historic Buildings 
Council in Victoria, sitting on the Council's permit, planning and community relations committees, 
Raworth has been involved with the registration and permit processes for many registered historic 
buildings. In 1996 he was appointed an alternate member of the new Heritage Council, the 
successor the Historic Buildings Council, and in 1998 was made a full member.  At present he 
provides regular advice to architects and private owners on technical, architectural and planning 
issues relative to the conservation and adaptation of historic buildings, and is occasionally called 
upon to provide expert advice before the VCAT.  He is currently the conservation consultant for 
the cities of Melbourne and Stonnington and conservation consultant to the Melbourne Heritage 
Restoration Fund.   

 
Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd is an office comprising four experienced staff plus support that has 
prepared conservation plans for a number of registered historic buildings, including Walter Burley 
Griffin's Essendon Incinerator. The company's experience with institutional buildings has led to 
preparation of conservation plans for the Mac.Robertson Girls' High School, Castlemaine Gaol, J 
Ward, Ararat, the former Russell Road Police Headquarters, Ballarat State Offices, Camberwell 
Court House, Shepparton Court House and the Mont Park asylum precinct.   
 
With respect to historic precincts, the company has provided detailed advice towards the resolution 
of heritage issues along the Upfield railway line. The company is currently contributing to 
redevelopment plans for the former Coburg Prisons Complex (comprising Pentridge Prison and the 
Metropolitan Prison) and the former Albion Explosives Factory, Maribyrnong. In 1993 Bryce 
Raworth led a consultant team which reviewed the City of Melbourne's conservation data and 
controls for the CBD, and in 1997 Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd revised the former City of South 
Melbourne Conservation Study with respect to the area within the present City of Melbourne. The 
firm is currently undertaking heritage studies on behalf of the cities of Melbourne and Kingston 
and is completing documentation for significant heritage places and areas in the City of 
Stonnington 
 
In recent years Bryce Raworth Pty Ltd has also provided documentation and advice during 
construction on the restoration of a number of key registered and heritage overlay buildings, 
including the Ebenezer Mission church and outbuildings, Antwerp, the former MMTB Building, 
Bourke Road West, Melbourne, the former Martin & Pleasance Building, 178 Collins Road, 
Melbourne, and the former Uniting Church, Howe Crescent, South Melbourne.  At present the 
office is documenting substantial restoration works to the MOMA at Heide, Templestowe Road, 
Bulleen, to the Church of the Sacred Heart, Grey Road, St Kilda, and to the Coburg Prisons 
Complex (including the Pentridge Prison entry buildings and walls to Champ Road).  

 


